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February 2 at 8 PM 

Celebrate Candlemas at Compline 
in February 
 

     Please join us in the quiet 

candlelight of compline on Sunday, 

February 2nd at 8 PM to celebrate 

Candlemas, an ancient holiday of 

purification. On Candlemas the 

candles come to represent the 
purifying nature of light, both 

spiritually and physically. It is fitting 

that in the quiet darkness of compline 

we consider the growing light of 

Christ in our lives. The service will 

begin with a chanted litany for 

A publication of Holy Spirit Episcopal Church 

 
 

Invite someone to sit 
with you at our ñNo One 
Eats Aloneò Potluck! 
 

     The Wholly Fun Committee 
is excited to invite you to our 
February potluck on 
Wednesday, February 19. This 
month's theme is “No One 
Eats Alone,” so be sure to 
invite someone new to sit with 
you and enjoy a meal together. 
Let's strengthen our 
community and make some 
new connections while 
enjoying a delicious meal. All 
ages are welcome, so mark 
your calendars and plan to join 
us for a fun evening! More 
details to follow. 

 

FEBRUARY 2025 

Epiphany and include Michael 

Flemingôs ñKindle a Light.ò  
      Please join us in this peaceful and 

prayerful way to mark the end of the 

day and prepare for the week ahead. 

The service lasts less than 30 minutes. 

The candlelit church is open for a half 

an hour before and after the service 

for quiet prayer. 

                ī KEITH KUHN 

COMPLINE COORDINATOR 

O God of light and peace,  

dispel the darkness that shrouds our path. 
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OUR STAFF 

 
Clergy: 

The Rev. Gretchen Strohmaier, 

     Co-Rector 

   Gretchen@holyspiritmissoula.org 

The Rev. Terri Ann Grotzinger  

     (retired), Co-Rector 

   revterri@holyspiritmissoula.org 

The Rev. Dorcie Dvarishkis,  

     Deacon 

   dorcied@gmail.com 

Organist/Choir Director: 

     Dr. Nancy Cooper 

Parish Administrator:  

     Judy Parock 

   office@holyspiritmissoula.org 

Bookkeeper/Office Assistant: 

     Connie Gerke 

   Connie@holyspiritmissoula.org 

Technology Specialist: 

     PJ Willett 

   pjrwillett@gmail.com 

Webmaster: 

     Elizabeth Serviss 

   serviss7@msn.com 

Sexton: Lori Cordis 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
 
Paraclete, from the Greek meaning 
‘Holy Spirit,’ is published monthly, 
September through May, by Holy 
Spirit Episcopal Church. All 
material is due by the fifteenth of 
the month preceding the month of 
publication. 
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consider her own goals and desires, 

and to let us know her thoughts about 

a future role at Holy Spirit by 

February 1. By the time you read this, 

we should know Gretchenôs thoughts. 

     If a search is needed, hereôs what 

we know from Bishop Marty about 

what this process could look like: 

¶ She suggests we get started 

so that weôre ready with a job 

offering in early spring 2026. 

¶ Within the broader national 

scarcity of clergy, the 

Montana diocese has a solid 

track record of attracting new 

priests ï with successful 

recent searches in Kalispell, 

Bozeman and Great Falls, 

and good progress now in a 

search for a new dean in 

Helena. 

¶ Bishop Marty and Canon of 

the Ordinary Mikayla Dunfee 

are reasonably hands on, with 

a search process to share with 

us that has been successful to 

date. 

¶ Weôll need to create a search 
committee this spring and 

work through a self-

assessment, with diocesan  

     Our Holy Spirit community has 

been purposefully living in the 

present. Weôve been enjoying two 

styles of clergy leadership and strong 

lay involvement across our ministries, 

and things are going well. 

     But, as much as our ñpresentò feels 

comfortable and productive, we also 

need to look ahead.  

     Last summer, when Terri 

generously told us she would continue 

as a ñretiredò co-rector, she said this 

would be a two-year commitment. 

Rev. Gretchen said that this timeline 

was also her preference. This means 

that, ideally, Holy Spirit would want a 

new rector to be in place around the 

middle of 2026.  

     With this in mind, Charlie 

Swannack and I met with Bishop 

Marty Stebbins in early December, 

and we want to share key takeaways 

with you.   

     In Helena, Charlie and I learned 

Bishop Marty would indeed approve 

of Gretchen taking on the full 

rectorship at Holy Spirit, which is a 

testament to Gretchenôs capable 

leadership. However, we know 

Gretchen has strong ties to her role at 

St. Paulôs in Hamilton as well as here 

at Holy Spirit. So, with the bishopôs 

direction, we asked Gretchen to 

Looking ahead to a transition at 
Holy Spirit 

Continued on page 3 
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When does Baptism take 
place at Holy Spirit? 
 
     Holy Baptism is full initiation 
by water and the Holy Spirit into 
Christ’s Body the Church. 
Baptism takes place during the 
Easter Vigil service (Saturday 
evening, in April), and at a 
Sunday service about three 
times a year: the Day of 
Pentecost (at the beginning of 
June this year), the Sunday after 
All Saints’ Day (early 
November), and the Feast of the 
Baptism of our Lord (the first 
Sunday after Epiphany, in early 
January). Baptism may also take 
place when the bishop visits (in 
December this year), and on a 
Sunday during the summer on a 
date to be determined. If you are 
interested in Baptism for 
yourself or for your child, 
preparation needs to take place. 
Please contact the office at 
(406) 542-2167 to speak with 
one of our co-rectors. 
     The next date for Baptism will 
be on Saturday, April 19, at the 
Easter Vigil service. 
 

 

From the Stewardship Committee 

A Big Stewardship Thank you! 

community. These funds support our 

staff, worship services, programs, 

outreach, facilities and more. Thank 

you for your generosity. 

     Holy Spirit parishioners made 

annual gifts totaling more than 

$410,000 for 2025. This is wonderful 

support for the work of our church 

Transition 
from page 2 
 

support. Our goal will be to  

answer the key questions: 

Why Holy Spirit and why 

Missoula? 

¶ According to Bishop Marty, 

our current salary range is 

competitive, but weôll need 

to consider housing 

assistance (perhaps via a 

limited loan from our 

memorial fund ï to be 

determined). Housing 

assistance has played a role 

in all of the recent 

successful searches in 

Montana. 

¶ Search work will not 

involve Terri and Gretchen 

ï theyôll focus on the 

current work of the church.  

     Weôll learn more as we go, 

especially once Gretchen has 

weighed in about her future interests. 

Our Holy Spirit community has 

thrived through a good deal of 

change, which is what tells us that 

we can move forward and through 

this next transition. Change ï 

whether it is Gretchen as our solo 

rector or clergy leadership that is 

brand-new to Holy Spirit ï is an 

opportunity for growth that we can 

hardly imagine now. But it is a 

dynamic process of renewal and 

transformation that we welcome. 

     Charlie and I, and all of the 

current Vestry, will do our best to 

answer your questions. Please let us 

know. 

 

                       ī MOLLY BOWLER 

                           SENIOR WARDEN 

                         CHARLIE SWANNACK  

                            JUNIOR WARDEN 

If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this 

mountain, ñMove from here to there,ò and it will move; and nothing 

will be impossible for you.ò   ī MATTHEW 17:20 
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Godly Play: storytelling of the 
Parables of Jesus 

 
 
Join us for a Lenten Book 
Study on Sunday mornings 
 
     A Lenten book study on The 
Universal Christ by Richard Rohr 
will be offered after the 10:15 
a.m. worship service on the 
Sundays of March 9, 16, 23, and 
30. Join Zara Renander in the 
Guild Room after a quick pass 
through the Coffee Hour 
refreshments. Purchase books on 
your own and learn more about 
this book online. More details to 
come in the Spirited Times! 

   − REV. TERRI 
 

 
 

Reminder of our Co-Rectorsô 
Office Schedules 
 
    In order to provide more clergy 
coverage in the office, Rev. Terri 
has changed her office days to 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Rev. 
Gretchen’s days in the office 
continue to be Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Judy Parock is in the 
office Monday through Friday and 
can connect with one of the 
clergy in case of emergency. 

     What does Godly Play really mean, 

practically speaking? I would say it is 

sharing in the oral tradition of 

storytelling that draws the listener in 

and evokes awe and wonder as it 

unfolds. There are wondering 

questions asked, and the children share 

what they are finding in the story. 

Simple things, like two strings of blues 

to set the waving line of a river, or a 

small wooden figure making tracks in 

the story sandbox to indicate a journey 

taken. 

     During the season of Epiphany, the 

Parables of Jesus are being shared by 

our amazing storytellers. You know 

the ones: the parables of the Good 

Samaritan; the Pearl of Great Price; 

the Sower; the Mustard Seed; and 

many more. The storyteller weaves the 

parable, and the children reveal what 

touches them. Want to know more? 

Ask a child and see what is shared. 

 ī REV. TERRI 

Would you be willing to be a 
Doorkeeper? 

Parock, our Parish Administrator. 

There is only one requirement to be a 

Doorkeeper, or to serve in any way 

with our children: each volunteer must 

take the Safeguarding Godôs Children 

Training that is offered online to be 

done at home as your time allows. 

See? You can do this, and we need 

you. Please contact Rev. Terri at 

revterri@holyspiritmissoula.org or 

contact the Parish Office at 

office@holyspiritmissoula.org with 

your willingness to serve. This is a 

great way to get to know the children 

of the parish and to learn what Godly 

Play is all about! 

 

     Want to support our children but 

donôt have time to do the storytelling 

preparation? We have a role just right 

for you. Itôs called being a 

Doorkeeper, and it is simple and 

integral to the Godly Play offering.  

There are only two adult roles: the 

Storyteller and the Doorkeeper. The 

Doorkeeper welcomes the children at 

the door as they come into the Tower 

Room and then sits quietly by the door 

in case the Storyteller sees a child that 

may need to just sit with the 
Doorkeeper for a bit. The Doorkeeper 

keeps a count of how many children 

are there and gives the number to Judy 

mailto:revterri@holyspiritmissoula.org
mailto:office@holyspiritmissoula.org
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The Ungrateful Refugee: A 
Lenten Book Group with UTO 
and EMM 
 
     Looking for a way to connect 
with others as a part of your 
Lenten Discipline this year? Look 
no further! UTO, in partnership 
with Episcopal Migration 
Ministries (EMM) is offering a 5-
session book club on The 
Ungrateful Refugee: What 
Immigrants Never Tell You by 
Dina Nayeri. This is a perfect 
book to explore during Lent 
because it can encourage us to 
think more deeply about the 
experience of refugees. We’ll 
explore this book together and 
see what we can learn about 
gratitude as a way to receive the 
stories and experiences of 
others. While reading the text 
prior to the meeting will enhance 
your experience, it is not 
required. You’re also welcome to 
attend all 5 sessions or just the 
ones when you’re available or 
where a topic interests you. 
Runs March 11 through April 8, 
at 10 am. 
 
     To register: 
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJwpduyrqTwuGNCL0ONC5gyD
QMwKR31djRSd#/registration  

New members welcome! 

Session 2 of ñHow Can Anyone 
Read the Bibleò begins in February, 
and itôs not too late to join in! 

     Hereôs the schedule for our three 

sessions: 

 

February 9: Joshua, Judges, and Ruth 

February 16: Samuel 1 and 2 

February 23: Kings 1 and 2 

 

     If you havenôt yet, purchase your 

book for only $10 and come prepared 

to read, reflect, and discuss these 

important stories. See you on 

February 9 in the Guild Room after 

the 10:15 a.m. service for an 

enriching experience. 

     For more information, please 

contact Holly Swartz at 406-542-

1978 or at hswartz541@gmail.com.  

 

 ī HOLLY SWARTZ, GROUP LEADER 

    The class on How Can Anyone 

Read the Bible?, a guidebook on 

reading the Bible by L. William 

Countryman, will begin again on 

February 9 for three consecutive 

weeks. We will meet in the Guild 

Room after the 10:15 service with 

time to pick up coffee and treats.  

     Join us as we continue our 

enlightening journey through the 

Bible. Our upcoming sessions will 

delve into the fascinating history of 

the Israelites and the Jewish people, 

starting with Joshua, Judges, and 

Ruth. Don't miss out on this 

opportunity to explore the impactful 

stories and themes within the Bible. 

Read the stories, look, listen and 

make notes as to what interests or 

inspires you. 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpduyrqTwuGNCL0ONC5gyDQMwKR31djRSd#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpduyrqTwuGNCL0ONC5gyDQMwKR31djRSd#/registration
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpduyrqTwuGNCL0ONC5gyDQMwKR31djRSd#/registration
mailto:hswartz541@gmail.com
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Help overcome an 
emergency blood shortage! 
 
     The American Red Cross 
announced that there is an 
emergency shortage of platelets, 
as well as types O negative and 
B negative blood. Donors are 
needed today! 
     In all, the Red Cross says 
that the number of people 
donating blood has dropped by 
40% over the last two decades. 
When fewer people give blood, 
even small disruptions to blood 
donations can have a huge 
effect on blood availability and 
dramatic consequences for 
patients. Severe winter weather, 
the wildfires, and seasonal 
illness compound the dire blood 
supply situation. Donors of all 
types, especially those with type 
O and B negative blood and 
those giving platelets, are urged 
to give now. Type O blood 
products are among the most 
transfused blood types. 
     A person needs lifesaving 
blood every two seconds in the 
U.S. Its availability can be the 
difference between life and 
death; however, blood is only 
available thanks to the 
generosity of those who roll up a 
sleeve to donate. Please sign up 
to give at our blood drive in 
February and invite others to 
help. Schedule your appointment 
today at www.redcrossblood.org. 
 

 
 

     Thereôs no substitute for blood. 

When a patient receives blood, it 

was given in advance by a generous 

donor. 

     Holy Spirit will host its annual 

winter blood drive on Thursday, 

February 20, from 1:00 ï 6:00 p.m. in 

the Parish Hall. 

     According to the American Red 

Cross: 

Every two seconds someone in the 

U.S. needs blood. It is essential for 
surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic 

illnesses, and traumatic injuries. 
Whether a patient receives whole 

blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, 

this lifesaving care starts with one 
person making a generous donation. 

     The Red Cross provides about 

40% of our nationôs blood and blood 

components, all from volunteer 

donors. But supply canôt always meet 

demand because only about 3% of 

age-eligible people donate blood 

yearly. Donors of all blood types are 

needed to give now to ensure blood is 

available when patients need it. Each 

new donor helps us meet patient 

needs. 

     You can sign up for an appointment 

to donate blood using the Red Cross 

online scheduling system at 

www.redcrossblood.org or by 

contacting Elizabeth Drummond (406-

240-8873; 

eadrummond56@comcast.net). 

     The basic requirements to donate 

are: 

¶ You must be in good health 

and feeling well. 

¶ You must weigh at least 110 

pounds. 

¶ If you are not yet 18 years old, 

you must have a consent form 

signed by your parent or 

guardian. Additional height 

and weight restrictions apply 

to those 18 years or younger.    

If you have eligibility questions, you 

can call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-

733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org. 

     In addition to blood donors, we 

need volunteers to register donors 

and to prepare and serve simple 

refreshments. To volunteer, please 

contact Elizabeth.   

        ī ELIZABETH DRUMMOND 

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE 

Holy Spirit’s Winter Blood Drive set for February 20 
We need your help to make our 
blood drive a success 

about:blank
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:eadrummond56@comcast.net
http://www.redcrossblood.org/donating-blood/eligibility-requirements
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     When Bishop Marty Stebbins 

visited with Holy Spiritôs Vestry in 

December, her comments and advice 

ranged from the potential of our new 

courtyard to how to pursue 

evangelism, Episcopal-style. 

     ñI think itôs about making some 

low barrier asks,ò she said, pointing 

to opportunities to ask people to join 

in for a concert, a sale or a class. ñIt 

has to be a personal invitation. 

óWould you like to come with me?ô 

This offers permission to walk in, to 

see what we do and who we are.ò 

     A leader who says she is energized 

by the challenges of our small diocese 

because of the primary role of 

personal connection, Bishop Marty 

suggested a local approach to 

designing uses for our new courtyard. 

ñAsk the high schoolers at Hellgate. 

What would be useful to you? Or 

useful to the students who come after 

you? Ask your neighbors.ò   

     In terms of Holy Spirit, Bishop 

Marty offered a view that our 

parishioners are active throughout 

Missoula. ñYou are everywhere. You 

might take some time to contemplate, 

what is your focal ministry? Is it 

housing? Kids and families, which 

youôve pursued through MIC and 

Parenting Place. Is it Hellgate High 

School? What is your ministry 

focus?ò 

 

Butterfly Grants are back! 
 
     Your Holy Spirit Social 
Concerns Committee seeks to 
broaden our impact by 
supporting causes embraced by 
our parishioners. Toward that 
end, we intend to once again 
fund small grants (up to $300) 
and invite our parishioners to 
submit proposals using the brief 
application form found on the 
church website at 
www.holyspiritmissoula.org. 
Click on “Butterfly Grants” under 
the Ministries tab on the 
website. We look forward to 
learning about your outreach 
interests at the local, state, 
national, or international level. 
 
     Grant application deadlines 
are: 

¶ March 1, 2025 

¶ June 1, 2025 

¶ September 1, 2025 

¶ December 1, 2025 
We will respond to your request 
within 30 days of the submission 
deadline. 
 
            – HOLY SPIRIT SOCIAL   
                  CONCERNS COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
 

Some takeaways from Bishop Marty’s visit with us 

Bishop Marty: Make some ólow-
barrierô asks 

Join us for Centering Prayer 
     Join us on Tuesday, February 18 

for Centering Prayer from 4-5 p.m. in 

the Guild Room. To ñCenterò is to 
focus on the heart and soul within us 

that sits in silence with the Love of 

God. The actual silent time is 20 

minutes, followed by poetry or 

readings and reflection. All are 

welcome. No experience is needed 

except the desire to be with others in 

silent prayer. We meet in the Guild 

Room (off the parish hall) once a 

month on the third Tuesday, 

beginning at 4 p.m. and ending at 5 

p.m. If you have any questions, please 

call Jennifer Dousset (406) 880-1680. 

 

about:blank
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