
the Pilgrim

July 2023July 2023

ST. JAMES GOES TO TWO SUNDAY SERVICES
This spring your interim co-rectors sent out a survey to help us, along with the
vestry, ascertain the mind of the community with regards to worship.  Eighty
people responded to that survey, and the overwhelming majority of the
respondents expressed a desire to have two services.  The strongest preference
was for having the second service on Sunday morning.  In response to this
feedback, beginning on Sunday, July 9, St. James will hold two Sunday services. 
 One will be at 9 a.m. and the other will be at 10:30 a.m.  The spoken liturgy will
be the same at both services, but each will have its own musical flavor.  At 9:00
a.m. there will be organ music.  During the summer the pop-up choir will be
helping to lead music every week.  In fall, the formal choir will sing twice a
month.  On the other two or three Sundays a month, music at that service will be
led by the organ and occasional special musicians who Connie brings in to help
with music for that day.  If you play an instrument that fits best with the formality
of organ music and would like to offer your gifts on an occasional basis, please
let Connie know.

At 10:30, the music will be played on the piano and two Sundays a month
beginning on July 9, ABBA will be helping to lead music.  On the other Sundays,
Connie would welcome singers and musicians whose musical skills lend
themselves more readily to a less formal context and a piano style.  

You will notice that nowhere in here have we suggested that one will be
“traditional” and the other will be “contemporary.”  What you said in the survey is
that you enjoy a mix of both of those styles of music in worship.  So we will
continue to make every effort to provide that kind of mix, working particularly
around what songs and hymns communicate most beautifully through which
instrumentation.  What was also said in the survey was that the time of service
was a central decider in your attendance, and this addition of a second service is
in response to that feedback.  For those for whom 9 a.m. is too early, we want to
offer another time.  



To make this work, we will need many new worship leaders.  For altar guild,
ushering, the tech ministry, music ministry, acolytes, eucharistic ministers, and
readers.  Those of you who already offered to help with some of these
ministries in your worship survey will be contacted very soon.  If there are
others who did not fill out a survey, or didn’t elect to volunteer at that time, but
would like to join these ministries, please email Bob
bob.stjamesbozeman@gmail.com and Sylvia
sylvia.stjamesbozeman@gmail.com.  In that email please include which service
you would like to serve at—or your willingness to serve at either service. We will
be putting together worship leader schedules for each of those services very
soon. 

Over the summer we will be communicating with those involved in leading
Christian Education ministries to determine when will be the best time for
Sunday School and adult classes.  We will also be working with the coffee hour
coordinators to determine how coffee hour will work best.  

We hope you are as excited about this change as your vestry and staff are.  It
involves stepping out in faith to believe that our future will include even more
families and individuals than our past year has included.  God has great work
for us, and this is one more step in moving into our shared vision for our
future. This work is also another important step in the rector search process.
By going to two services now, we will help those interviewing for the rector
position to get a fuller picture of both St. James’ vision for itself and what will be
asked of the next rector. So, together in unity, let us move onward and upward.

Sylvia and Bob
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Sunday, on July 2, we will celebrate our
Independence Day weekend with an
outdoor service at 9 a.m. across the street
in our Canterbury Park. There will be
special treats following the service. We
invite you to bring picnic blankets if you’d
like to sit on the grass, and chairs will also
be provided. We encourage you to wear
red, white, and blue… and to bring a hat…
as we celebrate Independence Day a little
early here at St. James.
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Looking Toward the Future
 

At the June vestry meeting the vestry received the news of the plan
for the departure of your interim co-rectors. August 15 will mark the
one-year anniversary of our coming to St. James to be your interim
co-rectors. Now as the search process moves into its later stages, it
is important that there be a plan forhow St. James will be led during
the final weeks before calling a new rector. After interims of a year it
ishelpful for us to get out of the way and let you begin to imagine
new leadership for St. James. We have, over the last year, come to
know many of you. We know your faith, your courage, and your
kindness. We have had the privilege of hearing your hopes and
dreams and walking alongside you as you, together, articulated to
one another those hopes and dreams. August 27 will be our last
Sunday with you at St. James. Our last vestry meeting will be August
28. Bishop Marty has been diligently working on finding a short-term
interim to lead St. James through the final stages of calling and
preparing to welcome a new rector. We know that her wisdom will
help St. James find just the right person for this unique short-term
ministry. Thank you for all you have given us this past year. We will
be with you still for two more months and look forward to all the
adventures yet to come with you.



Flowers
Please bring in flowers from your gardens to brighten the
church this summer. It would be so special to have flowers
grown from parishioner's gardens to adorn our beautiful
altar. Please coordinate with Rhonda in the office 
406-586-9093 ext. 1 or sj5westolive@gmail.com. 

Starting July 9, there will be a pop-up choir every Sunday
at the 9:00am service through Sept 3. Anyone is
welcome to attend. Choir rehearsal for the fall will start
September 7th and the first time they will sing will be
Sept 17. Again, anyone is welcome to attend. If you don't
know how to read music and wish to learn, lessons are
available. Contact Connie about learning!

Pop-up Choir



Coffee Hours here at St. James are a fun and friendly
way to get to know each other and to reconnect with old
friends!  As we say - coffee hours are about fun and
friendship, not fancy food! As of August, St. James will
no longer send an email to sign up to host coffee hours. 
 If you are interested in hosting please contact Nancy
Winget at nwinget27@gmail.com or 406 579-9867.  We
will be reaching out person to person to schedule the
hosting responsibilities.  If you have any questions about
what the hosting duties involve please contact Nancy. 
 The only requirement to host is to have a friendly smile!  
Thank you for prayerfully considering hosting a coffee
hour!

Coffee Hour Hosting



St. James Directory

In order to make it easier for community members to
communicate with each other, we are getting ready to
distribute a St. James Directory with names, email
addresses and phone numbers. If you do not want to
be included or do not want all of that information
included, please contact the office 406-586-9093 ext.
1 or sj5westolive@gmail.com by July 6, 2023.
Children's names will not be included for personal
safety concerns.
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