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Episcopal Diocese of Montana 

Minutes of Diocesan Council Zoom Media Meeting 

June 11, 2022 

 

The Diocesan Council of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana held an in-person 

meeting beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 11, 2022 at Perkins Restaurant in 

Helena, Montana. 

 

Attendance.  Council members present were: The Rt. Rev. Marty Stebbins, The 

Rev. Stephen Day, Hank Tuell, Keith Kuhn, The Rev. Mary Alice Jones, Jean Buer-Mott, 

The Rev. Heidi Jones-Magee, The Rev. Jaime Leonard, Hope Stockwell, The Very Rev. 

Scott Anderson and The Rev. Randy Pendergraft.  Council members, Rick Harden and 

Leo Schuman, were absent.   Also in attendance were Mark Dvarishkis, Diocesan 

Treasurer; Barb Hagen, Canon for Administration and Finance; and Gayle Gallik Archey, 

Diocesan Secretary. 

 

Call to Order / Adoption of Agenda.   With a quorum participating, Bishop Marty 

opened the meeting with prayer.  The agenda, as previously distributed, was accepted. 

Council members participated in a full African Bible Study with a reading from Matthew 

10:7-16.  Three different translations of the passage were read, with the following 

questions asked:  

 

Reading #1:  What word or phrase from the reading speaks to you?  

Reading #2: How does this passage touch your life today?  

Reading #3: What is God calling you or the Church to do or to be? 

 

OLD BUSINESS - REQUIRES VOTE. 

 

Minutes of May 7, 2022 Meeting.   Upon motion duly made by Stephen Day and 

seconded by Hank Tuell, the Minutes of the May 7, 2022 Diocesan Council meeting were 

approved as written. 

 

Follow-up: Funds for New Roof on Diocesan House.  Council members re-

affirmed their decision (conducted previously via email vote) to approve the roofing bid 

from Been Fishing Enterprises, LLC dated March 30. 2022 in the amount of $21,550.00, 

The bid provides for 50-year shingles to be installed on the roof of Diocesan House.  

Funds to pay for this project will come one-half from The Episcopal Church (“TEC”) Relief 

Funds, and one-half from the proceeds of the Glasgow farm land sale.  Upon motion made 

by Stephen Day and seconded by Jean Buer-Mott, Council members voted to ratify this 

action. 
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OLD BUSINESS - RECEIVE INFORMATION. 

 

Finance Department Minutes.   The Department of Finance held a meeting on 

June 1, 2022.   Since the meeting Minutes are not yet ready, this agenda item is tabled 

until Council’s August 20, 2022 meeting.  

 

Financial Statements.    Council members reviewed the April 2022 Diocesan 

financial statements. Barb Hagen stated the May financial statements are not yet finalized.    

Barb reported that investments are way down.  A couple of churches are behind in their 

assessment payments, but should be caught up by mid-year. 

 

NEW BUSINESS - REQUIRES VOTE. 

 

 Review of 2023 Budget Requests from Committees.    Council members 

reviewed the 2023 Budget Request Forms received from various committees/programs.  It 

was noted that several committees did not provide narratives with their budget request, 

which is a requirement to obtain funding in 2023. 

 

2023 Diocesan Budget.   Barb Hagen and Diocesan Treasurer, Mark Dvarishkis, 

presented the proposed 2023 Diocesan Budget prepared by the Finance Department, 

which is comprised of three separate budgets: Administrative, Program and Camp 

Marshall.  The 2023 Budget is based on a 19% assessment, calculated on an average of 

each Parish’s Parochial Reports for the prior 3 years.  Following review and discussion, 

Council made amendments to various budget line items.  It was noted that we need to look 

at restructuring future budgets.  Is there another church model that will work better for us: 

i.e., part-time Bishop, volunteer help?   It was suggested to establish a “rainy day” fund in 

the budget.   Upon motion duly made by Keith Kuhn and seconded by Stephen Day, the 

2023 Budget was approved as amended, with the caveat to reduce the deficit budget by 

25% next year, with consultation of an outside firm to achieve this goal. 

 

 Faber Fund Grant Applications.   Council members reviewed the following Faber 

Fund Applications: 

 

1. St. James, Bozeman is requesting a $10,000.00 grant to repair water damage 

to the Todd Center (Godly Play and Youth Ministry class rooms).  The water 

damage was caused when snow and ice slid off the roof and caused leaks, 

which resulted in damage to the interior walls, siding and flooring.  It was noted 

the calculations on the application do not include the $4,000.00 St. James has 

already raised for this project.  Taking this into account, the balance still 

needed is $8,600.00.   The Finance Department recommends approval of this 

grant.  Upon motion made by Keith Kuhn and seconded by Stephen Day, 

Council unanimously approved allocating up to $8,600.00 to St. James. 
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2. St. John’s, Butte requests a grant of $4,220.00 to pay expenses to repoint 

three specific areas of the church building’s granite exterior where the mortar 

has deteriorated.   Back in 2020, a $10,000.00 grant was approved for St. 

John’s.  However, St. John’s did not accept the grant due to changes in the 

funding for the solar panels, and therefore, the funds were released.  The 

Finance Department recommends approval of this grant.  Upon motion duly 

made by Stephen Day and seconded by Jean Buer-Mott, Council unanimously 

approved this request.  

 

3. St. James, Lewistown requests a grant of $10,000.00, and a loan of $9,533.00 

to pay expenses to replace the sidewalk on the east side of the church building 

which is disintegrating, and also to do stone work on the Church and the Parish 

Hall, as the sandstone is deteriorating and in need of restoration.   The Finance 

Department recommends approval of this request.  Upon motion duly made by 

Hope Stockwell and seconded by Stephen Day, Council unanimously approved 

St. James’ Application. 

 

4. Previously, Council approved a Faber Application for Trinity, Jeffers/Ennis of a 

$10,000.00 grant, and a $15,000.00 loan.  Since Trinity has not used the funds, 

they now request these prior approved funds be used for a different purpose, 

rather than applying for a new grant/loan.  Trinity requests approval so the 

funds can be used for the repair, renewal and maintenance of the Community 

Garden’s well, well pump and electricity.   The Community Garden is managed 

by Trinity Church and used for the area farmer’s market, parties and music 

events.   Upon motion made by Hank Tuell and seconded by Stephen Day, 

Council unanimously approved the application from Trinity. 

 

Council member, Hope Stockwell, had to leave the meeting. 

 

St. Mark’s, Havre.   Bishop Marty stated a church planter from the Church of the 

Nazarene is interested in renting St. Mark’s Church in Havre.  However, right now, they 

have no money to pay rent.   Council discussed options for renting the building.  Upon 

motion made by Keith Kuhn and seconded by Stephen Day, Council voted to attempt to 

rent the building for twelve months at $1,200.00 per month, plus utilities, and also to have 

a discussion with a realtor in the Havre area regarding the possible sale of the building.  

 

NEW BUSINESS - RECEIVE INFORMATION. 

 

Annual Report to The Episcopal Church.    Council members acknowledged 

receipt of the 2021 Diocesan Report to the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church 

(“TEC”) signed by Bishop Marty on May 2, 2022.   Following review by the Finance 

Department and Diocesan Council, the Annual Report will be submitted to TEC.  
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 Personal Update from Bishop Marty.   The Bishop gave an update on 

Incarnation, Great Falls.  In October, Rev. Bradley Wirth will visit Incarnation to discuss 

Stewardship.   The Rev. Adam Linton will continue as Interim Rector at Incarnation, with 

the assistance of The Rev. Glen Gleaves.   Bishop Marty recently baptized three children 

at St. Andrew’s, Phillipsburg, which makes for eight active members at the Church.  

Bishop Marty is working with St. Paul’s, Fort Benton regarding insurance issues.  Since 

the City of Fort Benton owns the church building, obtaining insurance through The 

National Church is not an option.   The Church does, however, have renters and liability 

insurance.   Bishop Marty will be on vacation the last week of June, then will attend 

Lambeth from July 24 through August 9, 2022. 

 

Upcoming Diocesan Council Meeting Dates for 2022.   

August 20 - via Zoom 

October 15 - (New member orientation / possible extra Council meeting) 

November 12 - via Zoom (Assessment abatement for 2023)  

 

Adjournment.  Upon motion duly made by Jean Buer-Mott and seconded by 

Stephen Day, Council members unanimously agreed to the adjournment of the meeting by 

Bishop Marty at 3:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Gayle Gallik Archey 

Gayle Gallik Archey, Diocesan Secretary 

 

 


